CHAPTEK XVI
STILL  MORE   OBSTACLES  TO   ASSIMILATION
Tins is only a part of the problem. Not only are immigrant communities left pretty much to work out their own destinies; not only
are there a thousand unsolved problems arising from the conditions which are allowed to exist in them; but
there are characteristics inherent in the very nature of the immigrant people themselves which must be considered if a true assimilation is to be effected, One difficulty lies in the fact that the vast majority of immigrants come to this country after reaching the age of mental maturity, and it is a question how far they can be changed in their outlook. * I recall one case which illustrates this quite forcibly. This was a man about thirty-five years of age when he came to this country, and forty-five at the time of which I write. Bora in a little hill town of Sicily and having lived his whole life in that primitive village, he had naturally adopted the habits and customs of his environment, which had created his whole general outlook upon life. Subsequently I had occasion to visit that little hamletd force, I regret to say this, but it is absolutely true. I am ashamed to think that such a thing should ever have been necessary in our town. Ten or even five years ago we could have done anything we wished peacefully; a simple method of eda-<3ati0n would have prevented all this. But we are of foreign-
